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Land Reform - 1940-1941

1. Just before the war with Japen, which began in 1937, Chiang Kai-shek had driven the
Chinese Communist forces bhack into the area of Shenshi Province where they set up
thelr cepital at Yenan. When the Japanese attacked Chins and occupied the western
coest 1t was an excellent breather for the Communists end an opportunity to expand
operations. They swept out from Shenshi across S8hansi end into Hopeh killing off
the leadera of brigand groups who were passing themselves off as Chinese patriots
in those areas and organizing the banditry under Commurist leadership ostensibly
to fight the Japanese. This Communist sweep had & double purpose. First, to get
& hold on the people; and secondly, to organize the guerrillas. The emphasis in )
either case was on the organization of the people of that area under Communist N
leadership. )

2. Techniques of organization were, first, to begin with & good and gentle front.
Then men, women, and children were organized into their speclal groups. The most
respected leaders of villsges were appointed leaders of the various new organiza-
tions. There was no requirement that a leader must be a Communist or kmow Com-
munist principles. To get the people organlzed wgsg the thing. Then, gradually,
Communiet ideaz were introduced through select Communist elements in the various
organizetions, and as the people became more indoctrinated in Communist principles
they were lsd to criticize the original group leaders as not "eager enongh" to
see the people's will accomplished. These leaders were gometimes liquidated,
but ueually they wore merely replaced. :

« Affter organization was far enough advenced, land reform agitation began. ‘

3
50X1 \ | In Chinese rural communities there has
50X1 always been & "farmers' committee™ which amounted to the governing body of the
village, made up of the heads of familles. In the period 1940-19L41 these committees .
50X1 came solldly Into Cormunist contrcl\ \and. were fitted—outv‘,

with a sort of Communist core emounting to an agiteting committee within the i
larger committee. This agitation committee wae headed by the propertyless and the
ne'er-do-wells of the villages - the bums, in other words. It was designed to
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attack the landlords {those who held large areas of land and bhad tenants or
hired hands working tor them).

The meeting of the farmers' committées were now filled with demands for justice
for the poor man - ¥4 poor man ought to. have & better break". There was no
sudden grab for the property of the rich. The agitating committees spent hours
and days designing ways to separate the landlords from their possessions under

8 pretext of justice. The usual first charge was that the landlord hed dealt un-
fairly with & tenant or a hlred hand with respect to pay, perhaps 10 years
previously. L&t us say that at that time (sbout 1930) a landlord paid a tenant
or worker an equivalent -in Chinese money of US$T70 for a year's work (e fairly
good wage for the time). The Communist agitators in the farmers' committee would

. ar'eitrs.rily contend the wage was unjust - the man should have been paid US$150.

Therefore, the landlord would now owe the worker US$80 principle, plus the interest
that would have accrued on US$80 over the 10 year period. The worker who was to
benefit from this ®justice®™ was often tempted to become an ardent Communist and

to support the charges for.reasons of gain. Another device was this one. Ten
yeers ago & landlord, by accident, killed & chicken of & poor neighbor. He must -
now pay 10 years' accrued interest on the chicken. He must pey for all the eggs
+that chicken would have laid, which in turn would have hecome chickens, and,
further, he must pay interest on these unborn chickens. Just another way of
gaying he must surrender all he owas. .

After the agiteting committee had fabricated sufficient of this sort of "evidence"
agelnst & landlord, further complaints would be gather&d from the people.of the
villege et & public court with the condemned landlord seated on a platform before
theméw Bvery complairt would be heard. Then a Communist leader would say, "What
u think, should we kill himt" "Plants" in the crowd would shout, “Yes®.
Others who had no complaint against the landlord would not dare say anything.
Ueually landlords were not killed but they were tortured, beaten badly, and
8ragged through' t"e village. Thelr famllies were driven from home and all were
reduced to begging. But it didn't end here. The fermers' commlttee wouid then
determine from whom aud iv what villa.ges the dippossessed would be free to beg.
Persons. who did not have rermission to feed the ex-lendlords and. their families,

‘and did 80, would be charged with the same crime as the lapdlords and -would

likgwise‘be driven from their homes., After about one-half to one year the dis-
possessed would be given s litile house and a plot of land like everygme else a50X1

the ordeal wus over.

7.

Communist Orﬁ\hnli.za.tszimmi _Lavels in 'P'elﬁirg_g_

50X1

There were two main levels of organlzation:. territorial and occupational-pro-

.Pessional. Ab the territorial level the smellest cell was the Hutung, or side

street, comprising maybe one hundred families. In the beglnning & great show of
democratic process was made - officers were elected usually from among the more
respected members of the street. In the early stages, too, within the Hutung cell
there would be meetinge to discuss the beauties of Communism -~ one day for the men,

50X1
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&nother for the women, anather for the. shildrem. 'These side-street: cells were
consolidated inte larger territorial units, arbitrarily set, but usually con~- 50X1
forming to convenient geographic considerations - usually a block of several
«  gtreets. - These blocks of cells made communicetlon of quasi-governumental . ;
directives (Party instructions) very easy. - The occupations were orgenized| |
\ particular emphasis was on the factory workers,: steel
workers, miners, etc: . Bech ekill within each factory:formed 1ts .owm ‘cell. . These
iﬁax{ibﬂxe" intra-factory cells were combined into a factory- organization:and then 50%1
there.vas a e¢lby-wide organization for each indusiry imihat -escending order.

. «.

8. The indoetrination‘cf bhe werkers went on'in %his fashion.- ‘The generel aim was
to brifg the workers te-lock upon the factories-as their property -~ to.cesse
- t0" Tdek "selfishly™ for' a better salary - and to realige that the goed of the .
Pactory-vas the good of the workérs. - Austerity -prograns were then suggested by -
Communist eléments,  Workers were imwlted bte reduce -theip salaries semevhat after
this exemple. - Coal miners; or - steel workers might normally’expect:in. salary ..
300°t0 400 pounds of millet-per menth (that is, sufficient currency to purchase
that ‘mich miliet).  The worker is.told politely he ds.actuelly worth less than
that, -and he is asked to write down his daily duties and place.after:each duty .
'&he'“numbe'fr ‘of ‘value points-the Cemmunist factery leadership:hes set foy that unit
¢f-works; Then the worker-is teld his "self™ estimate of his-value 1o the factory
15 overrsted; ‘that a slight reduction 1s in,order. The worker 1s finally
"ghaken down" efter some cautious haggling ¥n his pert to & certain monthly wage -
.~ day 80% of‘his mormel salarys -At this peint he.is asked how much he feels he '
‘dughtt' o' give to factory maimtenance and production nesds.- If he balks he 1s
Pemihded’ that he is "still unconscious of the part Ke plays in-féctery: ownership”.
Then“usually he offers to reduce his salary another 10%.or so.- But ‘if:he refuses,
hé will-be placed before the assembled workers and ‘derided until ke sybmite..
‘A'ﬂefjhis“auéteri‘by hes been: thus patrioticaliy "self-imposed™, the worker does
ndt dare -complain that he was tricked.  He goes on-with sn oubward: skoy of having
made the ‘sacrifice willingly. The good worker can't win. "fou.are a very good
worker", ‘an overseer will sasy. "You ought %o werk longer 'and.- sét .a good example
, “Por the others®, Then ths povr fellow-is.-given longer hours ard his neme is: .
) published in the pepers-as & patriotic exsmple to other workers. -He too must. 50x1
pretend he:actuelly-volunteered. O e E R T PR
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The Unlversity for Political Studies in’ Pekiqg

12. This university is near the Bummer Palece and 1s intended to ‘instruct Communist
leaders and menipulators of many levelg more thoroughly in- Communist aims and
techniques. It is used also to orient, polissaedly, professiongl peoyle and
techniclans who will be assuming moderstely responsible positions i wariaus
1ines of work. Admission to the Univereity is not based upon conventional

-academic achievement. While the school in Peking 1 probebly the most important
cf schools 1n China of this type, actually evcry lar city haa one. ‘f

- end -
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